
St. Peter  
Catholic Church 

1st Sunday of Advent 
December 3, 2023 

Mass Times 
 

Saturday (anticipatory) 
4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 
7:00 am 
9:00 am  
11:00 am  
6:00 pm 

 

Weekday 
Mon-Fri 12:10 pm 
Saturday 9:00 am 

Confession 
 

Saturday 2:00 pm 
Wednesday 11:30 am 

Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 

Monday 1pm 
Through 

Thursday 5pm 

Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday  
8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12 noon 

Angelic Accents 
Gift Shop 

 

Monday-Thursday 
10:00 am-2:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am-12:15 pm 

915 12th St.  
Greeley, CO 80631 

 

970-352-1060 (x1 sacramental emergency only) 
www.StPeterGreeley.org 

Mark 13:33 

“Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come.” 



 OBSERVANCES READINGS MASS INTENTIONS  CHURCH EVENTS 

Sunday 
December 3 

1st Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7  
Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19  
1 Corinthians 1:3-9  
Mark 13:33-37  

7:00 AM 
9:00 AM 

11:00 AM 
6:00 PM 

People of St. Peter 
++Karen and Tony Cruz Torrez 
Frances Cordova 
+Benjamin Trujillo 

8:00 AM-12:15 PM Gift Shop Open 
9:15 AM Faith Formation Groups 
10:15 AM OCIA Inquiry Group 

Monday 
December 4 

Saint John of Damascus 
Isaiah 2:1-5  
Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9  
Matthew 8:5-11  

12:10 PM +Jack Dwyer 

10:00 AM-2:00 PM Gift Shop Open 
1:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration Begins 
1:00 PM Food Pantry Open 
6:00 PM Baptism Class 

Tuesday 
December 5 

 
Isaiah 11:1-10  
Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17  
Luke 10:21-24  

12:10 PM +Harold Rulon 
10:00 AM-2:00 PM Gift Shop Open 
5:45 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

Wednesday 
December 6 

Saint Nicholas 
Isaiah 25:6-10a  
Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6  
Matthew 15:29-37  

12:10 PM All Souls Novena 
10:00 AM-2:00 PM Gift Shop Open 
11:30 AM Confession 
6:00 PM Adult Faith Formation 

Thursday 
December 7 

Saint Ambrose 
Isaiah 26:1-6  
Psalm 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a  
Matthew 7:21, 24-27  

12:10 PM 
6:00 PM 

+Nancy Hammond 
++Gilbert and Josephine Martinez 

10:00 AM-2:00 PM Gift Shop Open 
1:00 PM Food Pantry Open 
6:30-8:00 PM Youth Group 
6:30 PM Post-Confirmation Faith Formation 

Friday 
December 8 

The Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Genesis 3:9-15, 20  
Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4  
Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12  
Luke 1:26-38  

7:00 AM 
12:10 PM 

6:00 PM 

 
Kaye Miller 
+Merle Gaspers 

1:00 PM Quilter’s Group 
7:00 PM Parish Bear Catholic Reception 

Saturday 
December 9 

Saint Juan Diego 
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26  
Psalm 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6  
Matthew 9:35–10:1, 5a, 6-8  

9:00 AM 
 

4:00 PM 

David & Beth Gudat family, Greg & Jane 
Gudat family, Mike & Tammy Shelton family 
+Pete Rojas and family 

2:00 PM Confession 

Sunday 
December 10 

2nd Sunday of Advent Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11        Psalm 85:9-10-11-12, 13-14        2 Peter 3:8-14       Mark 1:1-8  



Fr. Tomasz’s Weekly Reflection 

In one of the nursing homes, a nearly ninety-year-old 
woman complains about everything. Nothing happens 
according to her expectations, no one does as she wishes, 
nothing tastes good to her, nothing comforts her. During 
the visit of the chaplain, she pours out her grievances to 
him. The priest, not fully aware of the situation, responds 
seriously: “I’m really sorry to hear that. As we grow  
older many things can become difficult for us, but I will 
begin a novena of prayers for a good death for you.” 
Grandma is speechless. After a while, she says  
forcefully: "What are you talking about, Father, I don't 
want to die yet. Please pray that I live as long as  
possible." The priest asks: "Despite the fact you feel so 
bad about everything?" She replies: “I won't complain 
anymore. Just don't pray for my death, Father.” After a 
week, the nurses ask the priest what happened, because 
the old lady has changed beyond recognition. Instead of 
complaining and being grumpy, she is kind and grateful 
for everything. The only request she has is that the  
chaplain should not come to her unless she asks for him.  
 

Today we begin the season of Advent, the time of vigil 
and prayer. We realize that we are living in the  
perspective of the final glorious coming of Our Lord  
Jesus Christ. The more we love Him, the more we cannot 
wait for His coming, and for our temporal lives to come 
to an end. However, if we love our mortal lives more 
than God, we make all efforts to stay on earth as long as 
possible, potentially neglecting our eternal lives. We are 
called by Christ not to miss the moment of His coming. 
Therefore, it is important that we listen to the Lord – and 
not drown out His voice with a thoughtless life of  
dissipation. We do not know when the time of Jesus'  
final coming will be; therefore, it is all primarily about 
maintaining a living relationship with Him. If our  
relationship with Christ fades away, we lose our spiritual 
vitality, our ability to overcome difficulties; we begin to 
make mistakes and steer our lives straight into the 
clutches of despair.  
 

None of us likes such a warning and scolding tone, often 
accompanied by a finger wagging: "Be careful,  
otherwise..." So is also with the warning of Christ: 
"Watch!" We accept it reluctantly, or we don't accept it 
at all: maybe we simply ignore it so that it doesn't disturb 
us and keep us awake at night. Christ, however, is not 
interested in scaring us, but rather in mobilizing us to 
conversion, not sometime in the future, but today, on the 
first Sunday of Advent, at the beginning of the new  
Liturgical Year. Our vigilance must involve active  
fidelity to our vocation and assigned tasks: each to his 
own work. Each of us must strive for our own holiness, 
that is, for our salvation, so that we do not waste our life 
– the one here on earth and the eternal one. 

Mass Times 
 

Thursday,  
December 7th  

6:00 pm 
 

Friday,  
December 8th 

7:00 am          
12:10 pm          
6:00 pm 

The dogma of the Immaculate Conception 
was declared by Pope Piux IX in 1854. He 
declared that the Blessed Virgin Mary "in 
the first instance of her conception, by a 
singular privilege and grace, granted by 
God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ , 
the Saviour of the human race, was  
preserved exempt from all stain of original 
sin."  
 

In other words, Mary was redeemed by  
Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross, the same 
way we are. However, since God is  
outside of time, he gave her that grace in 
advance so that she could be a pure vessel 
to bear God in her body. 
 

Many early Church Fathers and saints 
wrote about Mary’s sinlessness.  
 

“The ‘splendor of an entirely unique  
holiness’ by which Mary is ‘enriched from 
the first instant of her conception’ comes 
wholly from Christ; she is ‘redeemed, in a 
more exalted fashion, by reason of the 
merits of her Son.’ The Father blessed 
Mary more than any other created person 
‘in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places’ and chose her ‘in 
Christ before the foundation of the world, 
to be holy and blameless before him in 
love.’”  
              —Catechism of the Catholic Church 492 

https://www.catholic.org/bookstore/?category=19
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9647
https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus


Bear Catholic  
Campus Ministry 

Students: Scan here to 
see Finals Week events 

www.bearcatholic.com 

Prayer Requests 
Please call the office to add someone to the prayer list 

Saltines  Spaghetti sauce Spaghetti 

Canned beans  Canned tuna Rice 

Pancake mix Canned chicken Syrup 

Baking mixes Instant potatoes Sugar 

Pop-top meals  Individual fruit cups   Juice  

Potatoes, onions, fresh produce  Cereal 

Shampoo  Pop-top meal soups  

We are in need of the following items: 

 
We are grateful for your continued generosity! 

Today is the 1st Sunday of Advent 
 

Wreaths, chocolate calendars, and  
candles still available 

 

Check out our variety of  
Catholic coffees! 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR ST. PETER FOOD PANTRY 

Baptism Class 
Monday, December 4th at 6:00 pm 

 

Call the office to sign up 970-352-1060 

Parish Ministries 

 

“Breaking Bread Together” 
Parish Potluck 

 

Celebrate the gift of the Eucharist! 
share a meal together,  

enjoy music and a video presentation,  
and discuss how we can open ourselves  

to the graces of Christ. 
 

Sunday, December 10th 
12:00 pm-2:00 pm  

in the church basement 
 

Please bring a main dish and a side or dessert 

Everyone at the parish is invited  
to come and learn more about  

Bear Catholic, meet the students, 
enjoy refreshments, and hear testimonies.  

 

Friday, December 8th  
7:00 pm-9:00 pm (after the 6:00 pm Mass) 

Do you know about Bear Catholic 
and what our mission is? 

December 5th  5:45 pm-6:45 pm 

December 12th  5:45 pm-6:45 pm 

December 19th        5:45 pm-8:15 pm  
(Dress Rehearsal with snacks and a break) 

Christmas Eve Rehearsals 

 
We will sing at the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass on 

Sunday, December 24th 

Anna Aldava Chavez, Gary Bellendir, Clarence  

Bocock, Debbie  Dickerson, Victor Garcia, Faybien 

Gonzalez, Pete Guerrero, +Shirley Hergenreter, Sharon 

Hodges, Michael Hora, Scott Jones, NJ King, Dorothy 

Long, Delbert Meier, Theo Miller, +Elis Owens, Mike 

Padin, Jim Patrick, Penelope Robinson, Mary Solis, 

+Chris Tooley, +Jody Tovo, Gary Unrein, Sonny  

Unrein, Shirley White, Jim Yates,  Joe Yates,  Judy 

Yates 

St. Peter’s Seniors 
 

No Meeting in December 



Stewardship Corner 
 

The season of Advent is upon us, and in today’s  
Gospel Jesus delivers a simple message through the 
pen of Saint Mark: “Be watchful! Be alert!” Christian 
stewards understand what Jesus meant when he said, 
“It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and 
puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned 
task.” Good stewards realize that to each one a task is 
assigned by God. They have been set in a particular 
place and station in life and have been gifted with 
unique relationships. How do we respond to the tasks 
or cultivate our relationships in a way that keeps us 
alert for the return of Christ?  

Moms Group 
 

Confession and Adoration 
Wednesday, December 13th at 11:00 am 

 

Christmas Family Gathering 
Saturday, December 30th 

More info to come 
 

 

Text STPETERMOMS to 84576 

Pick up a gift tag for a resident of the  
Guadalupe Apartments this weekend.  

 

Return your gifts by December 18th. 

Winter hats Thermal gloves 

Warm socks $10 gift cards for fast food 

Soap (travel size) Deodorant 

Hand sanitizer  
(travel size)  

 shampoo & conditioner 
(travel size) 

Toothbrush & toothpaste 
(travel size)  

Razor & shaving cream 
(travel size) 

Christmas  
Essential Items Drive 

Collection Bins will be located in the  
gathering space beginning next weekend. 

 

Donations will benefit  
Catholic Charities & the St. Peter Food Pantry 

 

Suggested Items 

Christmas Schedule 
 

Office Closed 
 

Friday, December 22nd-Tuesday, December 26th 
and Monday, January 1st 

 

Gift Shop Closed  
 

December 25th-26th 
and January 1st-4th 

 

Perpetual Adoration 
 

No Adoration the week of December 25th 
Adoration begins on  

Tuesday, January 2nd at 1:00 pm 
 

Other Events 
 

No Catechetical School, AFF, Youth Group, 4th 
and 5th Grade Formation, Faith Formation 

Groups, OCIA, In-Ipso, or Quilters from  
Sunday, December 24th-Tuesday, January 2nd 

 
Mass Times 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 
 

Saturday, December 23rd at 4:00 pm 
 

Sunday, December 24th  
at 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am 

(no 6 pm Sunday Mass) 
 

Christmas 
 

Sunday, December 24th  
4:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 8:00 pm 

 

Monday, December 25th  
Midnight, 8:00 am, and 10:00 am 

 

(You must attend Mass twice this weekend,  
once for the 4th Sunday of Advent  

and once for Christmas) 

 
The Holy Family  

of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 

Sunday, December 31st 
Masses as usual 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  
 

(not a holy day of obligation this year)  
Monday, January 1st  
9:00 am and 12:10 pm 



Young Saints-in-Training 

Faith Formation 

The Take-Aways 

For Deeper Contemplation 

Advent 
What is Advent? (this week) 

Advent Traditions and Symbols (next week) 

• Advent is the beginning of the Church’s liturgical 
year and is a season of preparation.  

• The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word 
“adventus” which means “a coming, approach, 
arrival.”  

• During Advent we prepare to celebrate again the 
birth of Jesus at Christmas. We also prepare our 
hearts and minds for the second coming of Christ, 
even though we don’t know when he will come. 

• Like Lent, Advent is also a season of waiting, 
preparation, and penance, but Advent is a 
“uniquely joyous and hopeful season in the 
Church.” (hallow.com) 

• The main theme of the 1st Sunday of Advent is 
Hope. 

“The vision of life that Advent gives us is twofold; 
it looks back to the first coming of Christ at  
Bethlehem, and it looks to the future when Christ 
will come again. In the interval between these two 
events  we find meaning for our life as Christians.”  
                                                             —catholic.org 
 
“We are all searching for something in life. Most of 
us want to be happy, but for sure no other time of 
year reveals the fact that we all want something. The 
question, of course, is what do you want? More  
importantly, what are you searching for? We often 
search in the externals of life, hoping that in the 
‘things’ of this world we will find what we are 
searching for. But wisdom tells us that it is in the 
quiet that we discover the more profound things of 
life.”  
—Rejoice: Finding Your Place in the Advent Story  
                                                      by Fr. Mark Toups 
 
“In him we were also chosen, destined in accord 
with the purpose of the One who accomplishes all 
things according to the intention of his will, so that 
we might exist for the praise of his glory, we who 
first hoped in Christ.”  
                                                  —Ephesians 1:11-12 

• Light a candle on an Advent wreath when you say 
your prayers every day 

• Read a book about Advent or Christmas. 
• Go to Confession before Christmas. 
• Do nice things for people. Remember that anything 

you do for someone else, you do for Jesus! 



St. Peter Catholic Church 
970-352-1060 

Sacramental Emergencies only 970-352-1060x1 

Pastor………….….Fr. Tomasz Strzebonski 

Father.Strzebonski@archden.org 

Parochial Vicar…...Fr. Donatian Kaigoma 

Father.Kaigoma@archden.org 

Deacons 

Rev. Mr. Cesar Perez 
deacon.perez@stpetergreeley.org 

 

Rev. Mr. Andy Sanchez 
deacon.sanchez@stpetergreeley.org 

Parish Secretary 

Marge Seery……secretary@StPeterGreeley.org 

Business Manager 

 Cheryl Martin…….Cheryl@St.PeterGreeley.org 

Director of Evangelization & Catechesis 

Justyna Baustert…….Justyna@StPeterGreeley.org 

Director of Facilities/Youth Minister 

David Hicks………….Youth@StPeterGreeley.org 

Religious Education Coordinator 

Etta Watters….Office.Admin@StPeterGreeley.org 

Bulletin Editor 

Sarah Morel……….Bulletin@stpetergreeley.org 

Angelic Accents Gift Shop 

Cathie 970-412-8621…AngelicAccents@hotmail.com 

Lector and EMOHC 

Susan LaBonde…………………...970-353-3342 

Ariane Rowe-Denning……………970-301-3024 

Adoration 

Linda Gaspers……………………. 970-381-7567 

Altar Servers/Adult Sacristans 

Andy Martinez…..970-539-3565 or 970-534-5486 

Finance Council 

Joe Nally Veronica Rovero Luke Baumann 

Mark Forgue Matt Bruzewski C.J. Shovlin 

Bear Catholic Campus Ministry 

Campus Center 800 19th St. Greeley, CO 80631 

info@bearcatholic.com   www.bearcatholic.com 

Campus Minister 

Noah Watters….Noah.Watters@bearcatholic.com 

Campus Development Director 

Tony Landretti….Development@bearcatholic.com 

Saint Ambrose 
 

Feast: December 7th 
 

Patron of beekeepers, beggars,    
learners 

 

Quick Facts 
• Born around 340 AD 
• Studied law, literature, and rhetoric in Rome 
• Became bishop of Milan in 374 
• His preaching influenced St. Augustine’s conversion 
• Fought against Arianism  
• Was very generous to the poor 
• Became a doctor of the Church 

Eucharistic Revival 
“The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage is a truly 
unique initiative. This is something NEW—a  
beautiful fusion of the journey TO Jesus and the  
journey WITH Jesus. What’s more, it is an adventure 
that all Catholics can do together, either by interior 
disposition or physical accompaniment. 
 

This is the birth of something remarkable. Join us as 
we accompany Jesus in the Eucharist from the north, 
south, east, and west of our country, stopping at 
many holy sites and churches along the way.  
Together we will journey with Christ on his way to 
the 10th National Eucharistic Congress, where he 
comes to encounter his people anew.” 
 

The Serra Route of the National Eucharistic  
Pilgrimage (named after St. Junipero Serra), will 
move from the West Coast across the Rocky  
Mountains and Great Plains (over 2,000 miles!). It 
will be stopping in Denver the weekend of June 7-9, 
2024. 
 

For more info visit  
EucharisticPilgrimage.org 

Saint Juan Diego 
 

Feast: December 9th 
 

Patron of indigenous people 
 

Quick Facts 
• Born in 1474 in Mexico, raised 
with Aztec pagan religion 

• Converted to Catholicism in 1524 
• Saw a vision of Mary in 1531, who asked him to 

tell the bishop to build a chapel for her.  
• The bishop doubted and asked for a sign that the 

vision of Mary was real.  
• After putting flowers in his cloak, a miraculous 

image of Mary was revealed 
• The cloak and image remain perfectly preserved 

today 
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AJ’s Backflow Testing LLC
Andy Simonson

Devices & Parts • Repairs & Testing
We offer fast, same day service! 

Call 970-352-3090 today!

ROBERT J. BENKE 
D.D.S., P.C.

Family Dentistry • 3705 W 12th St., Suite 3C

356-2120

Achziger Vision Center
Andrew Achziger, O.D. - Optometrist
“Taking Care of Your Family Eye Care Needs”

1713 61st Avenue • 970-339-9855

330-0449
4637 W. 29th St. Unit 1

(Located behind Honda of Greeley)

Jon and Toni Schiestel - parishioners

REGINA M. WALSH ADAMS
Attorney at law

Personal Injury • Workers’ 
Compensation

7251 W. 20th St. Bldg G-1
Greeley, CO 80634

(970) 506-3892  
www.walshadamslaw.com

Knights of Columbus
2600 6th Avenue, Greeley, CO 80631

A Catholic Men’s Service Organization.
For additional or membership information 

call membership chairman: 
Dick Pierson • 970-396-6451

• Manufacturing 
• Retail 
• Finance 
• Insurance 
• Communities

3455 West Service Road • Evans, CO 80620
Office: 970-339-5500 • www.cmhnoco.com

Mike & Tricia Jansen

Compliments of
CINTAS 

THE UNIFORM PEOPLE
Positions Available in Production, 

Delivery, and Sales
523 10th St., Greeley • 352-2233

	970-353-0133	 970-539-1103 
	 Greeley	         Cell

Dave Grauberger 
Owner / General Manager 
Email: dave.steamway@gmail.com

602 8th Avenue 
Greeley, CO 80631 
FAX (970) 352-4092

Matthew L. Martînez, M.D.
  Family Physicians of Greeley West

6801 W. 20th St., Suite 101 • Greeley, CO 80634
Ph: (970) 378-8000 • Fax: (970) 378-8088

Adult & Pediatric Medicine

M.D. Heating & Air
Commercial/Residential

Service & Installation
970-515-5768

Mike Smits - Catholic Parishioner

WINDOWS, SIDING, KITCHENS & BATHS!
  970-356-1398 • www.uni-design.com 

Your Full Service Remodeling Company Since 1977

Mark & Enita 
Hout

Alfredo H.
Baldivieso

Independent Agent and St. Mary Parishioner
I will match you with the right insurance company for your needs.
2308 W 29th St., Ste 200	 Call 970-352-7998

John Crum
Insurance Advisor
(970) 829-8400

john.crum@american-national.com
4627 W 20th St. Rd. Ste. B • Greeley, CO

“For All Your
Real Estate Needs” 

Dick Pierson
Cell: 396-6451 • Off: 330-7700

dpierson@searsrealestate.com

Colorado

CatholicMatch.com/CO

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family 4 GPS & Fall Alert

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!
Melissa McDonald
Insurance Agent
3626 W 10th St • Greeley, CO
(970) 515-5678

©Knights of Columbus. 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

Discover the Catholic Difference
Rely on the Knights of Columbus to help protect your family’s future.

A name you know and trust. An organization you can believe in.
Contact me today to learn more about our products

Joe Soja | Field Agent | 970-703-3801 | joe.soja@kofc.org
LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Mitzi Palma

Mpalma@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2127

Academy of Natural Therapy Clinic 
631 8th Ave * Greeley, CO 80631 

Home of the $45 Student Massage & More! 
(970) 353-1047
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